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Duane Weanner, Cherished Hopes Recipient

By: Sheyna Strommen, Fisher Industries
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Duane Wanner fondly remembers the truck he once drove — the smell of the
diesel, the hum of the tires, the air ride suspension, the purr of the engine and the
satisfaction of an “on time™ delivery.

Duane, a resident of St. Luke’s Nursing Home, is the recipient of the first
“Cherished Hope™ ever granted in Dickinson. “Cherished Hopes™ is a program
developed by the ND Long Term Care Association, Similar in scope to the “Make
A Wish™ Foundation, Cherished Hopes works with long term health facilitics Ll = =
Duare rides one more tine in an 18-wheefer,
driven by Lule Stotz, Fiisher Industries
Wanner’s wish was to ride in an 18-wheeler one more time. Friday, April 25, St. Luke’s Home/Park Avenue Villa and Fisher Industries teamed

throughout the state in making dreams come true for some very lucky residents.

up to give Wanner that memorable ride. It began at the Fisher Equipment Support building just east of Dickinson at about 1:00 p.m. when
Duane arrived with wife Sheila and several St. Luke’s Home/Park Avenue Villa employees. Shortly after, Duane was lifted up and into the semi

driven by Fisher Industries employee Lyle Stoltz, using a ramp fabricated and customized by several Fisher Industries employees.

From there, Duane, Sheila and Lyle drove through Dickinson, pausing in front of St. Luke’s Home where residents waited to greet Duane with
balloons and smiles. The nde concluded with a short trip down the Enchanted Highway and a stop in his hometown, New England.

“What happened for Mr. Wanner today is the reason we work in long term care,” said Karen Boulden, Admimistrator/CEQO of St. Luke’s Home
Foundation. “The smile on his face at the mention of riding once more in a semi makes all of us at St. Luke’s thrilled for him. We are so
thankful to Fisher Industries for the work they have done to make this Cherished Hope come true and to the North Dakota Long Term Care
Association for their role as well.”

“I am proud of every employee who has played a role in making Mr.
Wanner’s Cherished Hope a reality. Sometimes the gift does as much for
the giver as it does for the recipient,” said Frank Koppinger, Equipment
Maintenance Supervisor.

“What Fisher Industries and Cherished Hopes made possible for Duane
today is truly remarkable, Seeing the smile on Duane’s face every time
vou would mention his semi, made him the perfect candidate to nominate
for Cherished Hopes,” commented Jovce Decker, St. Luke’s Home
Activity Director,

“Fisher Industries is humbled to be a part of the first Cherished Hope ever

granted in Dickinson. We say thank you to St. Luke’s Home/Park Avenue

Making Duane’s wish come true are; Front row, left to right, Val Frey,
Duane Wanner e Joyee Decker. Middle Row, Sheila Wanner, Back Row,
Curt Keppinger, Duff Donelson, Mike Rath er Lyle Stoltz

Villa for completing the groundwork and the North Dakota Long Term
Care Association for selecting Mr. Wanner and Fisher Industries to
participate in this positive event,” said Mike Fisher, Vice President of
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